
                                          TIME TO SPAY & NEUTER CATS & DOGS and LICENSE!

The VT Spay Neuter Incentive Program (VSNIP), under VT Economic Services is administered by VT 
Volunteer Services for Animals Humane Society (VVSA). Funded by a $4.00 fee added to the licensing of 
dogs, resources are limited by the number of dogs licensed as required by law by 6 months of age. A 
rabies vaccination is required to license. The first vaccination can be given at 12 weeks of age. If unable 
to schedule an appointment with a vet office, Community Animal Aid (free to those on public assistance: 
734-0259 at the E. Barre Fire Station) & Tractor Supply host monthly clinics. After vaccinating, contact 
your Town Clerk to license your dog. By statute, unlicensed dogs can be seized. Rabies is in Vermont and 
it is deadly.

Licensing identifies your dog and is proof the dog is protected in the event bitten by an animal, but 
would still need immediate medical attention. Vaccinations and licensing protect if they bite another 
animal or person, which could result in the quarantine of the animal or euthanized. If not proven by 
being licensed to be currently vaccinated, testing for rabies requires the brain to be examined.

For an Application for VSNIP send a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope to: VSNIP, PO Box 104, Bridgwater,
VT 05034. Note if it is for a cat, dog, or both. To print out, go to: VSNIP.Vermont.Gov.  VSNIP helps income
challenged Vermonters with neutering and vaccinations. If approved, you’ll receive a Voucher and 
instructions. If not, a list of low-cost resources will be sent. Several humane societies host spay neuter 
clinics open to the public. Your cost for a VSNIP surgery is $27.00, if without complications. The balance 
is paid by fellow Vermonters with their $4.00 fee collected at licensing. Veterinarians and their staff are 
the backbone of this important program. Thanks to their generosity and altruistic vision, Vermont no 
longer uses routine euthanasia as a means of population control. Sincerely thank your veterinarian for 
their participation in VSNIP. If not currently a participating office, please ask them to join and help 
make a difference in your community. They are very needed. 

Facts: Female cats as young as 4 months can become pregnant. The “mom” cat can/will become 
pregnant when nursing is finished. Males travel for miles to find a female in heat, often not returning. 
Cats and dogs (naturally) mark their territory if not neutered. Resolve Carpet Cleaner and a single moth 
ball in its place will help deter from repeat markings. (Do not use moth balls with young children in the 
house.) 70% of cats and 15% of dogs using VSNIP are reported as strays or abandoned, which is cruel and
illegal. Please do promote VSNIP, helping those that cannot afford to neuter, that will otherwise 
reproduce over and over. Repeat litters can cause uterine infection, mammary tumors, kidney failure, 
etc., leading to death. “Farm” cats are especially at risk. Be wary of any seller of animals that won’t allow
you to see how they are kept before acquiring and want to meet in a parking lot. Animals are often used 
as a means of making money, and their life may be the inside a room or cage. Please be the voice for 
those that cannot speak. Purchasing does not ‘save’ one, it ‘enables’ those to continue to misuse animals
for money. Thank you for promoting this time proven program.

Thanks to now retired Lynn Murrell, DVM, who first agreed to extend reduced rates for animals in need, 
and all the Veterinarians and Clinics that served for the last forty years plus. A sincere thank you to 
Bernard “Snook” Downing for helping support many animals in need over the years with his hard work, 
contributions, and the donors we are unable to thank in print – but you know who you are!       Together
We Truly Do Make a Difference!       800 HI VSNIP (1-800-448-7647)          

Sue Skaskiw, Administrator: VSNIP       Executive Director: VVSA   


